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LIBRARY COOPERATION IN THE UNITED STATES 


By 


DOROTHY E. SPOFFORD 
Director, U.S. Library 


In the early development of 
libraries in the U.S. attention 
was focused chiefly on the ac- 
quisition of books and little 
thought was given to the time 
when libraries would have 
doubled and redoubled their 
size to such an extent that con- 
certed effort would be necess- 
ary to keep them from expand- 
ing into vast areas of heavily 
laden bookshelves, each library 
duplicating the other to a large 
extent and containing eventual- 
ly an inevitable proportion of 
little used books. A _ library 
may be made to grow rapidly 
with little effort, but restircting 
its growth to a systematically 
controlled rate by which the 
collection may continue to be 
enriched is a much more diffi- 
cult task. By the turn of the 
present century, concern was 
indicated over the ultimate 
destiny of libraries if allowed 
to continue at the same rate ot 
expansion. It was_ inevitable 
that some form of cooperation 
should be developed whereby li- 
braries might benefit from the 
resources of others. The need of 
working together has been fe!t 
among colleges and universities 
with libraries of varying size 
and quality, as well as among 
the public libraries receiving 
varying degrees of public sup- 
port. 
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The Author 
Before entering the Foreign 
Service, Miss Spofford was 


chiefly in college and university 
libraries in the United States 
(Brown University, Pembroke 
College in Brown’ University, 
Vassar College). She joined che 
Foreign Service in 1945 and since 
that time she has worked with 
United States libraries in Swe- 
den, Finland, Yogoslavia and 


Pakistan before coming to the 
United Arab Republic. Miss 
Spofford is one of the best to 
write about library cooperation 
as she herself participated in 
many of the early cooperative 


projects in her country. In 1926 
she complied the one section «f 
the Union List of Newspapers 
for the State of Rhode Islan, 
and then she was in charge of 


the beginnings of the Regional 
Local Union Catalog in the Pro- 
vince of Rhode Island, which 
contributed to the National 
Union Catalog. 
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In the beginning public li- 
braries were the responsibility 
of the municipalities which had 
many ways of raising funds for 
financing libraries, some more 
sound than others. Some com- 
munities were, naturally, more 
library-minded than _ others, 
with the result that in one city 
would be found excellent libra- 
ry facilities while an adjacent 
city might have very poor ones. 


Library systems developing 
later in the western and more 
sparsely populated parts of 
the U.S. took steps to overcome 
this unevenness of quality by 
combining the smaller libraries 
into a county library adminis- 
tration. This trend toward 
amalgamation among _ public 
libraries is being stimulated by 


current national and state legis- 
lation, The Library Services 
Act of 1956, the first national 
legislation for the benefit of 
libraries, provides for the ex- 
tension of pubiic library ser 
vices to rural areas where ser- 
vices are now inadequate, and 
in implementing the provisions 
of this Act, many of the states 
are finding that bringing libra- 
ries together into larger admi- 
nistrative units has brought 
about the most effective re- 
sults. The combined financial 
support from the individual 
communities, together with the 
funds provided in accordance 
with the Act, make it possible 
to select a wider variety of 
books for use among the co- 


operating libraries. The time 
and money saved by the centra- 
lization of procedures, such as 
cataloging and classifying can 
be used to expand existing faci- 
lities and to free the librarian 
for more attention to public 
relations and other important 
library services. One state has 
absorbed its school library sys- 
tem into the public library orga- 
nization, thereby creating 
greater and more flexible faci- 
lities for the schools. In all of 
the states there is an increased 
awareness of the need for ex- 
panded public library services 
and some degree of cooperation 
is involved in most of the 
efforts being made to meet this 
need. 


College and universities, as 
well as other research groups 
are also working toward co- 
operation in varying degrees. 
Some of the advantages are 
similar to those mentioned 
above for public libraries, but 
they also have the responsibility 
of adequately serving the world 
of research and scholarship, by 
assuring the availability of 
significant literature. The ful- 
fliment of this responsibility 
makes participation in the 
development at least some of 
the cooperative projects now 
being advanced in the U.S. 
mandatory. 


One of the earliest steps in 
cooperation among libraries 
was the inter-library loan. This 
was a recognition of the need 
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of borrowing books from one 
library for the purpose of sup 
plementing the resources of 
another. By 1917 this coope- 
ration had become so much a 
part of the routine work in 
libraries that the American Li- 
brary Association adopted a 
code for the standardization of 
the forms needed in this prac- 
tice. 

Another early cooperative 
enterprise was in the indexing 
of periodicals. Certain libraries 
accepted responsibility for in- 
dexing specified periodicals 
according to standard proce- 
dures. As these indexing enter- 
prises expanded to include titles 
not generally found in all li- 
braries, the need for a list 
giving the locations of titles 
became acute. This need result- 
ed in the publication in 1927 of 
THE UNION LIST OF SE- 
RIALS IN LIBRARIES IN 
THE UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA. For the compilation 
of this original Union List some 
two hundred libraries cooper- 
ated. The number of libraries 
participating has since trebled 
and the latest edition, soon to 
be published, will give the loca- 
tions of several hundred thou- 
sand titles in more than six 
hundred libraries. Other union 
lists of publications have also 
been made, such as the one for 
American newspapers and the 
list of newspapers available on 
microfilm. 

The principal advantage of 


AY 


these lists is in locating a speci- 
fic item for inter-library loan 
or for photocopying. The lists, 
however, have made it possible 
to spot unnecessary duplication 
and they indicate what files 
might be combined with result- 
ing benefit to those cooper- 
ating. 

These lists, which can pe 
found in almost every library, 
are only part of the cooperative 
effort in locating specific publi- 


cations among the hundreds - 


of libraries with collections 
totaling millions of titles. The 
development of union catalogs 
in the U.S., though not a new 
idea to the bibliographic world, 
may be said to have _ started 
with the Union Catalog of the 
Library of Congress, about 
1901. This Catalog was based 
on the cards printed by the 
Library of Congress and re- 
presented its holdings. 
these were added the author 
cards from a few other libraries 
such as Harvard University, 
the New York and _ Boston 
Public libraries, and so on. The 
catalog has steadily expanded 
until it presently contains near- 
ly twenty million cards repre- 
senting selected contributions 
from more than five hundred 
libraries. This means that, 
through this catalog, there is 
the possibility of locating any 
one of approximately twenty 
million titles scattered around 
in some five hundred libraries 
in the United States. 
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This system is not foolproof, 
however. The locations of 
about twenty thousand titles 
are requested every year and 
of these, nearly twenty per cent 
cannot be found listed. Further 
cooperation is needed. The 
titles not located are recorded 
in A WEEKLY LIST OF UN- 
LOCATED RESEARCH 
BOOKS and this is circulated 
to some seventy-five cooper- 
ating libraries for checking. 
Sometimes a book is_ located 
from this list, but those which 
are not are then included in the 
annual SELECT LIST OF UN- 
LOCATED RESEARCH 
BOOKS which is sent to libra- 
ries for consideration for pur- 
chase and subsequent inclusion 
in the Union Catalog. 


Early use of the Union Cata- 


log often revealed that titles 
being requested were available 
in the area of the inquirer. This 
stimulated the establishment 


of regional union catalogs 
showing the holdings of the 
libraries within a_ given area. 
There are now many such re- 
gional catalogs as well as some 
special union catalogs listing 
the locations of microfilms and 
specific subjects, such as art, 
medicine, etc.. 

Rsegional Bibliographical Re- 
search Centers represent a fur- 
ther attempt to give better 
service through administrative 
and financial cooperation, and 
these are usually built around 
a union catalog. There is a 


slight variation in the activities 
of these Centers, but in general 
they provide complete biblio- 
graphical services to a region, 
that is, lists of books on speci- 
fied subjects, the location of 
books, and cataloging and clas- 
sifying information. It is some- 
times the Regional Center 
which negotiates the  inter- 
library loan of the titles listed. 
These Centers also play a 
major role in cooperative book 
purchasing agreements within 
the region. 


The Midwest Inter-Library 
Center, founded in 1951, is 
perhaps the most ambitious of 
the regional cooperative pro- 
jects to date. It is located in 
Chicago and is supported by 
some fifteen institutions of 
higher learning in the surround- 
ing midwestern states. The 
chief aims of this Center are 
«to provdie more adequate re- 
search materials for the needs 
of scholarship and _ research, 
and to provide for economical 
and efficient utilization of the 
resources to avoid needless 
duplication and expense». In 
meeting these aims the Center 
is concerned mainly with inex- 
pensive housing of less-used 
material and with the develop- 
ment of a program for enrich- 
ing the resources of the region 
through cooperative selection. 

This program of enrichment 
goes a step further than most 
of the other centers and it in- 
volves a systematic seeking out 
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and purchase of books and 
journals which the partici- 
pating libraries would not 
otherwise acquire. It does noc 
duplicate what the libraries of 
the region already have, on the 
premise that such publications 
are already avaliable through 
inter-library loan. 

An older cooperative project 
for the enrichment of resources 
by the cooperative purchase ot 
books is known as the Farming- 
ton Plan. Through this plan 
some seventy research libraries 
have been chasing at least one 
copy of every scholarly work 
on specified subjects being 
published in the world at large. 
The purpose of this systematic 
plan of purchase is to ensure 
that a worthwhile book needed 
sometime in the future may be 
found somewhere in the United 
States regardless of where it 
may have been published. 


The above, is but a_ brief 
sketch of some of the cooper- 
ative projects among libraries 
taking place in the U.S. today. 
No American librarian would 
venture to say that’ these 
efforts are all 100% successful 
or that they represent the best 
solutions to the problems in- 
volved. Some of these projects 
are being challenged and sur- 
veyed for evidence of their 
effectiveness. Perhaps all of 
them will become obsolete with 
the development of electronic 
equipment for communicating 
information such as those being 
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studied by the Council on Libra- 
ry Resources. These studies 
include the investigation of the 
possibilities of closed circuit 
television for consulting cata 
logs at a distance, microcard 
reading by television, as well 
as other electronic devices for 
speedy visual communication. 
However, regardless of the 
means, the aim will remain the 
same, that vf an_ integrated 
system of library resources for 
the benefit of the researci 
scholar or the private inquirer. 
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ORDER FROM 
MIDDLE EAST BOOK CENTRE 
44, Kasr el-Nil Street, 
CAIRO, EGYPT, U.A.R. 


F. P. Treadwell & W. T. Hall, 
Analytical Chemistry, v. 1 
Qualititative Analysis, v. 2 


Heinrich Remy, 
Lehrbuch der 
Chemie, v. 1 
v. 2 

Whtitaker, Robinson 
Calculus of Observation 


Anorganischen 


Georglo Abetti, 
The Sun 


Edwin H. Barton, 
Analytical Mechanics, v. 1 & ?, 
comprising the Kinotics and 
Statics of Solids and Fluids. 
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“amr ibn Bahr al-Jahiz, 767-864? 
al-Taj fi “akhlagq al=mulik,. 

Ed. by Ahmad Zakie Ist ed, 

Cairo, al=Matba‘ ah almAmiriyyah, . 

1914, 

266, xiv pe 26cm. 

French title page: Djahiz. 


Le livre 


de la couronne (Kitab el tadj). 
French preface. 
1, Civilization, Islamic. 2, Caliphs. 
3. Islamic Empire - Courts and courtiers, 
I, Zaki, Ahmad, 1866= ed, 
II, Titles Akhlaq alemultk, III, Title. 
H55:614 


Ar. 
A442 yah. (Islam and democracy), * 


boover 


Lilsrary 
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Salltibeh, Muhammd 


fair Lajnat al-Bayan al~ 
“arabi, 1950, 
56 Pe 20cm, 


I, Title. 


1, Islamic state (Theory) 
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al-‘Azzawi, ‘Abbas. 


(1937- 


1, Ethnology—Iraq. 


DS70.8.A9 


Library of Congress 


—VArv/ 
Mlus., ports., fold. col. map, geneal. tables. 26 cm. 


Added t. p.: 
Vol. 2 has imprint: J.J! dot. 
Bibliographical footnotes. 


1, Title. m. Title: The tribes of 


Title transliterated: ‘Ash®@ ir al-‘Iraq. 
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Abi Shdmah, ‘Abd al-Rahm4n ibn IsmA‘ll, 1203-1267. 


— by Aba al-Su‘td ‘Abd ‘anak, Cf. colophon. 
1. Crusades—Sources. 2. Nor al-Din, Atabeg of Syria, 1118-1174. 
3. Saladin, Sultan of Egypt pA Syria, 1137-1193. 
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I. Title. 
ed: Kitab al-rawdatayn 
fl akhbar al-dawlatayn. 
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